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Foundation Stage Unit Newsletter – Term 4, 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back after the February holiday! We have a busy term ahead, with lots to do, including Science 
Week!  
 
Topic and Learning 
This term our topic is ‘Can I Switch it On? Each week the children will experience their learning through this 
topic. The nature of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum means that where possible, we go with 
the children’s interests and ideas. Therefore, we will be exploring questions such as: Can I switch it on? 
How does it work? Other possible themes may also be: technology in the home and school; electrical toys 
and games; communication. During our topic work, the children will be introduced to a selection of fiction 
and non-fiction books as well as some poetry and rhyme. 
 
Bursting to talk about……. 
We are continuing with our ‘talk’ time on a Monday morning, giving the children a chance to share 
something of interest, news, somewhere they have been, something they have done; anything really! Don’t 
forget that you can help them with this, by jotting us a note and by discussing what they may want to 
share, perhaps on a Sunday evening or over breakfast on Monday morning. This will then help to jog their 
memories or give us a chance to ask some questions to prompt their thinking. Thank you for your help in 
this matter. 
 
Routines 
Please can I ask that you ensure all belongings your children bring into school are named. We are finding 
that some items coming in are not named and the children are not always able to identify who they belong 
to.  
 
Children need to bring their book bag to school every day. Please check the book bag every day, just in 
case! 
 
Please also remember, if your child is going home with someone else who is not named on your child’s 
contact record in school, please record it in writing so we are clear on who is going home with whom.  
 
We may occasionally ask children to bring in objects or pictures related to our topic/learning, but we do ask 
that the children do not bring in their own toys from home. We would not want them to get lost or broken, 
particularly if they are ‘special’ in some way. 
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Further Information for Nursery Children (Butterflies and Caterpillars) 
Sound of the Week 
Starting week beginning the 2nd March, the nursery children will be continuing with their sound of the 
week. They are invited to bring in something from home that begins with that sound at the beginning of the 
week. We will then be looking at the items across the week and creating a display of the items in the 
classroom. The children will look at other things beginning with that sound and learn songs that help 
reinforce the sounds too. Please remember that it is the sound, rather than the letter, so do ask if you are 
unsure. Below are the sounds for this term: 
2nd Mar – things beginning with ‘o’ 
9th Mar – things beginning with ‘u’ 
16th Mar - things beginning with ‘l’ 
23rd Mar – things beginning with ‘f’ 
30th Mar – things beginning with ‘b’ 
 
Library Books 
Books will continue to be changed on a Wednesday morning this term, so please ensure your child’s book is 
in school on that day. The nursery children have enjoyed being involved in our School Reading Challenge 
(reading 4 or more times in a week), so thank you for all your comments in their reading diaries. Don’t 
forget, when you read a book together at home, please write a brief comment to say what you read, maybe 
mention anything significant that your child may have said while listening to a book.  
 
Morning Jobs 
From next week, I am going to be giving the nursery children a ‘morning job’ to do before they choose from 
the activities out in the classroom. They should do this when they come in in the morning, after changing 
shoes and choosing lunch. The job will involve finding their name from a selection and then either copying 
over the top of it or writing it underneath. Although some of the nursery children can do this already, it will 
all go to help with name recognition, fine motor control and of course letter formation. 
 
How you can help at home 
Help the children to recognise their name and maybe identify the sound that their name begins with, as 
well as other sounds in their name. It is useful to do this with other words too, perhaps something to do 
while out in the car or out for a walk. Practise simple maths concepts such as counting small groups of 
objects and recognising numbers to 10. Play games where they have to identify shapes and colours and use 
a dice. 
 

Further Information for Reception Children (Dragonflies) 
 
Maths Learning 
In Maths this term we will be doing some more on addition and also subtraction. The children will be 
encouraged to group sets of objects, counting them to find the total, as well as counting on in order to add 
numbers together. We will also do some work on 3d shape and patterns and then finish the term thinking 
about time; how long it takes us to do things, how many times we can do things in a set amount of time 
and of course, clocks. 
 
Reading Books 
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s reading. Reading and sharing a book daily, is very 
beneficial to your child’s reading development. Many of the children may still be using pictures, repetition, 
rhyme and knowledge of stories to help them read, which are really useful strategies, but they are 
increasingly also blending the sounds of short words to work out what the word says. In class, we are 
currently learning all the letter sounds, and practising how to blend them to read short, mainly CVC 
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words. It is helpful if you ask your child to point out individual sounds in 
words, and also encourage them to sound out and blend in words such as sat, mum, dad, etc., or harder 



                                                                                                         
 

words. Please remember to record your child’s reading in their reading diary; you are welcome to include 
both school books and books from home/the library, but please remember that the school books are of an 
appropriate level to help in the development of your child’s reading and it is important to include them in 
the books that your child reads during the week. Your comments also help to see the progress that is 
happening at home, so please continue to do this with the books that you read. Books will continue to be 
changed on a Wednesday or Thursday this term. The children have loved being involved in our School 
Reading Challenge (reading 4 or more times in the week), so thank you for all your comments in their 
reading diaries.  
 
Writing and Super Sentences 

This week I will introduce the children to the idea of ‘Super Sentences’. This will be an activity that the 
children will complete when they come in in the morning, before choosing their own activity. The children 
will need to choose their lunch as normal and then collect a whiteboard and a pen to complete the activity 
on the carpet. Super Sentences is a simple copying activity made up of 3 stages and allows the children to 
see how we build up words to make a sentence. For example, the cat; The black cat; The black cat sat on 
the mat. My hope is that we will then be able to build up to the children finishing the final sentence for 
themselves. The sentences will be the same for a week and each day, I will be asking the children to think 
about the size of their letters, writing on the line and how they form their letters. At the end of the week, 
Miss Welling and I will choose a ‘Super Sentence Writer’. 
 
During the week, the children will take part in a variety of other writing activities. At this stage, we are 
encouraging them to have a go at writing in their ‘own style’, using the letter shapes they remember, both 
during play and adult directed activities. Any writing children attempt at this age should be praised and 
encouraged even if you cannot read it. The children are learning to recognise and copy letter shapes in 
phonics sessions and through their reading so all this goes to help with writing development. If your child 
would like to ‘show off’ any writing they have done at home, then they are more than welcome to bring it 
in to show myself, and Miss Welling. 
 
How you can help at home 
Please practise counting, recognising and ordering numbers to 20, shapes etc. Get the children used to 
hearing maths vocabulary such as how many altogether, add, takeaway, how many left, more, less, comes 
before, comes after. Simple adding and taking away is also going to be key now. This can be made very 
practical; for example, while eating dinner, talk about how many ‘peas’ will be left after eating 3 or if “you 
eat 2 potatoes and I eat 3 how many will we have eaten altogether?” These are just very simple examples, 
but hopefully it illustrates how easy it is to turn everyday things into questions that will help develop 
mathematical understanding. 
 
Please continue to practice the High Frequency Words that were sent home in January. There is a mixture 
of words that can be ‘sounded out’ and ‘tricky’ words that are ‘sight’ words, but it would be really helpful if 
the children are able to read them on sight without having to sound them out and as I said in my letter it 
will really help with the fluency of your child’s reading. Thank you. 
 

I hope we have a good term ahead of us and also hope for some dryer weather to enjoy our outdoors 
environment even more. If you do have any matters to discuss, then please let me know and we can agree 
a time that is suitable for both of us.  
 
Yours sincerely 
Lizzie Griffiths 


